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Wisconsin Puppy Mill Project Fact Sheet:

Guide to Finding Your Perfect Pet

DON'T PURCHASE A PET ON A "WHIM!"DON'T PURCHASE A PET ON A "WHIM!"DON'T PURCHASE A PET ON A "WHIM!"DON'T PURCHASE A PET ON A "WHIM!"
Responsible people NEVER acquire pets on a
whim. Research the pet you’re considering to
make sure the animal's needs match your
home situation and lifestyle. Are you ready to
make a commitment to the animal for his or
her LIFETIME? If not, please don't acquire a
pet until you are fully ready to accept the
responsibility of pet ownership.

 DO RESEARCH THE BREEDS THAT INTEREST DO RESEARCH THE BREEDS THAT INTEREST DO RESEARCH THE BREEDS THAT INTEREST DO RESEARCH THE BREEDS THAT INTEREST
YOU.YOU.YOU.YOU.    There are many resources available both
on the internet and at your public library to
help you learn about the temperaments and
characteristics of various pure-bred dogs.

 DO RESEARCH THE COSTS OF BUYING AND DO RESEARCH THE COSTS OF BUYING AND DO RESEARCH THE COSTS OF BUYING AND DO RESEARCH THE COSTS OF BUYING AND
KEEPING A PET FOR HIS/HER LIFETIMEKEEPING A PET FOR HIS/HER LIFETIMEKEEPING A PET FOR HIS/HER LIFETIMEKEEPING A PET FOR HIS/HER LIFETIME.... The
totals, calculated by Karen Peak of Pet
Peoples Place may surprise you.

DO RESEARCH AND DO RESEARCH AND DO RESEARCH AND DO RESEARCH AND UNDERSTAND  YOURUNDERSTAND  YOURUNDERSTAND  YOURUNDERSTAND  YOUR
RESPONSIBILIBIES TO YOUR PET!RESPONSIBILIBIES TO YOUR PET!RESPONSIBILIBIES TO YOUR PET!RESPONSIBILIBIES TO YOUR PET!    A good
checklist can be found on Canine Crusaders'
Responsible Pet Ownership page.

DON'T BUY A PET AT A PET SHOP!DON'T BUY A PET AT A PET SHOP!DON'T BUY A PET AT A PET SHOP!DON'T BUY A PET AT A PET SHOP!
Responsible breeders NEVER sell their dogs
to pet shops for resale. Pet shop puppies are
puppy mill puppies. They may have been
taken from their mom too early and shipped
hundreds of miles. The adult dogs left behind
in the mills suffer. Don't support the misery.
Pet shop animals often suffer from disease,
genetic disorders and anti-social behavior.
These problems are expensive and difficult to
handle. It's simple…Don't buy a pet shop
puppy.

DON'T BUY A PET ON THE INTERNET,DON'T BUY A PET ON THE INTERNET,DON'T BUY A PET ON THE INTERNET,DON'T BUY A PET ON THE INTERNET,
THROUGH A THROUGH A THROUGH A THROUGH A CLASSIFIED AD, OR AT A SWAPCLASSIFIED AD, OR AT A SWAPCLASSIFIED AD, OR AT A SWAPCLASSIFIED AD, OR AT A SWAP
MEET OR FLEA MARKET!MEET OR FLEA MARKET!MEET OR FLEA MARKET!MEET OR FLEA MARKET!    Responsible
breeders NEVER sell their animals on the
Internet, at auctions, swap meets or flea
markets. You are taking a huge risk by buying
a pet at one of these places.

That is not to say that many resposible
breeders don't have informational websites
about themselves and their dogs, but they will
not list puppies for sale with any type of
commercial 'puppyfinder' site or in online
classifieds.

DO CONSIDER ADOPTING A HOMELESS PETDO CONSIDER ADOPTING A HOMELESS PETDO CONSIDER ADOPTING A HOMELESS PETDO CONSIDER ADOPTING A HOMELESS PET
FROM A SHELTER OR RESCUE.FROM A SHELTER OR RESCUE.FROM A SHELTER OR RESCUE.FROM A SHELTER OR RESCUE. Nearly 6
MILLION homeless animals are euthanized
("put to sleep" or "humanely put to death") in
the United States every year! At this moment,
thousands of wonderful dogs, cats, birds,
small animals, and even reptiles are looking
for their Forever Homes through rescues and
shelters all over the country. There is a rescue
for every recognized breed of dog and cat, as
well as Macaw rescues, ferret rescues, pot
bellied pig rescues, horse rescues -- you name
it. The only fault these animals have is,
irresponsible former owners who abused,
neglected, or just didn't want to be bothered
with them.

Reputable pet adoption organizations
stand behind their pets. If you have questions
they will be there to help you. Humane care
givers get to know their adoptable pets and
can share information with you about their
temperament, health and general needs.
Shelters and rescue groups CARE about the
PET and they CARE about YOU.

Here are some "DOS" and "DON'TS" that the Wisconsin Puppy Mill Project would like you to consider when
searching for a pet.  The “Online Resources” section at the end lists all of the helpful URL’s mentioned.



Wisconsin Puppy Mill Project     *   P.O. Box 926     *    Sheboygan, WI 53082-0926
www.NoWisconsinPuppyMills.com     *     info@NoWisconsinPuppyMills.com

There are many resources for finding a
shelter or rescue near you, including Pets
911, a coalition of many major national
organizations, and PetFinder, sponsored by
the ASPCA. If you are looking for a particular
breed or species, just do a search through any
search engine using the key words your breed
and "rescue" -- for example, "great Dane
rescue" or "Persian cat rescue." You will be
astounded at how many choices you find.

DO YOUR HOMEWORK BEFOREDO YOUR HOMEWORK BEFOREDO YOUR HOMEWORK BEFOREDO YOUR HOMEWORK BEFORE
PURCHASING A PET FROM A BREEDER.PURCHASING A PET FROM A BREEDER.PURCHASING A PET FROM A BREEDER.PURCHASING A PET FROM A BREEDER.    Many
pets advertised for sale in newspapers and on
the internet come from Puppy Mills or
disreputable Back Yard Breeders (BYB). These
people are in the "pet business" purely to
make a profit. They do not care about the
quality, health or behavior of the "product"
they sell. They are only interested in making a

profit from selling animals. The less they
provide for the animals, the more money they
make.

Before buying a pet from a classified ad
seller, it is wise to call your local shelter,
groomers, and/or vet and ask if they have any
information about the breeder. These animal
care professionals may be aware of the
reputation of the breeder you are considering.
Your local police or sheriff's department will
also be able to tell you if complaints have
been filed against the person.

Take a look at the Wisconsin Puppy Mill
Project’s “Red Flags:  Disreputable Breeders”
and “Identifying a Quality Breeder” fact sheets
or web pages to help you make an informed
decision.

ONLINE RESOURCES:

• AKC Recognized Breeds Listing, http://www.akc.org/breeds/breeds_a.cfm

• UKC Library of Breed Standards, http://www.ukcdogs.com/Web.nsf/WebPages/Library/BreedStandards

• “How Much Will That Pet Really Cost?”  http://www.petpeoplesplace.com/resources/articles/dogs/020-01.htm

• Canine Crusaders' “Responsible Pet Ownership” : http://www.dogsaver.org/caninecrusaders/responsible.htm

• PuppymillRescue Pet Shop puppy horror stories: http://www.puppymillrescue.com/petstorehorror1.htm

• Pets 911, a coalition of many major national organizations: http://www.pets911.com

• Pet Finder:  http://www.petfinder.org

• WPMP “Red Flags:  Disreputable Breeders” page: http://www.nowisconsinpuppymills.com/redflags.html

• WPMP “Identifying a Quality Breeder” page: http://www.nowisconsinpuppymills.com/goodbreeders.html

• DATCP:  Puppy Shopping brochure:  http://www.nowisconsinpuppymills.com/datcp-puppy-shopping-brochure.pdf

• DATCP: Essential Questions to Ask Before Buying a Dog or Puppy (pdf):
                    http://www.nowisconsinpuppymills.com/datcp-essential-questions-before-buying-dog-or-puppy.pdf

• DATCP:  Dog Seller Consumer Information:  https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/DogSellerConsInfo.aspx


